Debate 1: Should the Flat-tailed Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma mcallii) be ESA listed?

Set-up:  Two teams of four members each.  One team (Affirmative team) debates for the listing, and the other (Negative team) against. Each member of the team might want to prepare to present/discuss one aspect of his or her side. For example, on the pro side you could split up the opening statement into topical sections. The con side may want each person to represent one interest group (developers, military, border patrol, etc.)

Guidelines for teams:

1. Opening statement: Spend 10-12 minutes stating your team’s position and the arguments you will be proposing. Time limited, so each topic section/interest group should focus on one or two key points. Visuals can be done with transparencies, but should be kept to a minimum to save time.

Person(s) responsible:
 ____________________ topic/interest group ______________

____________________ topic/interest group _______________

____________________ topic/interest group _______________

____________________ topic/interest group _______________

2. Prepare 4-6 precise questions to be asked of the opposing team. These will be submitted in advance (by Sept 17?) and used by the moderators to ask questions during the debate.

Person(s) responsible: ______________________

3. Imagine that you are on the opposing team. Think of 4-6 potential questions they may ask. Submit these questions to the moderators (by Sept 17?) and prepare answers for those questions.

Person(s) responsible: _______________________

4. You may want to develop a rough draft of your closing statement in advance. Be sure to take notes during the debate. At the end, you will have 3 minutes to write a closing argument.  

The whole team will help to develop the argument.

Person responsible to read:__________________

Debate Structure:
Opening statements (flip coin to see who goes first)

Affirmative team 





10 min

Negative team 





10 min


Teams can decide how to divide time between


   topics and interest groups

Rebuttals to opening statements

Affirmative team 





2 min

Negative team 





2 min

Note: the team that opens last may incorporate

their rebuttal comments into the opening statement

for a total of 12 min. or make a separate rebuttal

Questions from moderators 





25 min


Teams will take turns answering 3 questions each

The team will have 30 seconds to decide which topic 

   person/interest group should address the question and 
   to discuss the answer

The teams asked a question will have 2 minutes to answer

The opposing team will be allowed a 1-minute rebuttal

Closing arguments


Teams will have time to confer and write argument

3 min


The team that went last in the openings will start

Affirmative team 





3 min

Negative team 





3 min

Class discussion and questions




15 min

Moderators will be responsible for keeping time. Speakers will be given 1-minute and 30-second warnings of when time is up.

Evaluation: Team B will write synopsis of debate and evaluate each side.  Maybe divide into groups?  One group will evaluate the Affirmative team and one group will evaluate the Negative team.  A possible third group might evaluate overall flow. 
Class will vote on debate winner.

