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Monitoring for Adaptive Management: A Important Tool for Assessing the Success of the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan
Outline

Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan

1) Overview of threats to biodiversity in southern Arizona

i) Fragmentation, development, non-native species, etc. = loss of native biodiversity and the systems upon which they depend 
2) Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan (SDCP): Mitigate for and minimize these threats

i) Identification of critical natural resources and elements

(a) Riparian element

(b) Ranch conservation

(c) Mountain parks

(d) Critical habitats and biological corridors

ii) Conservation planning tools

(a) Conservation Land System

(b) Rezoning and set-asides
(c) Acquisition of open space
(d) Multiple-species Conservation Plan

iii) How the SDCP has changed the land use and management paradigm for Pima County’s government
Ecological Monitoring and Adaptive Management

1) What is monitoring?

i) What it can tell us, what it can’t (Research, inventories, monitoring)

ii) Challenges to implementing ecological monitoring
(a) Brief history of ecological monitoring programs: what works, what doesn’t
(b) Linking monitoring and management

(c) Example: vertebrate monitoring at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
2) Monitoring and adaptive management nexus: 
i) Providing critical feedback on management activities
ii) Beyond science: maintaining political support

3) Pima County MSCP: Balancing the need to satisfy ESA regulation and the need for effectiveness monitoring: the challenges to creating a new paradigm for MSCP monitoring
