LOCATING PRIMARY LITERATURE

Scientific inquiry builds upon previously published work located in primary literature articles.  A major goal of this lab is to become familiar with locating, reading, and applying ideas and results presented in the primary literature.  Thus, each lab report must contain at least two relevant references to the primary literature.  To locate articles in the primary literature, you may find the following tips helpful:

-from the main library page, link to “Search and Find: article and database searching” and then “s: science citation index” (you must have your catcard ready or have a university connection).
-In a “general search” you can search for a variety of topics by using various combinations of words.  

-An asterisk will search for any iteration of a word – for instance, “bird*” will return “bird, birds, and birding.”  You can use the terms “and, or, not, etc.” to limit your search.  You can further limit the search with the use of parentheses.  For instance the search “(bird* or butterfl* or bat*) and (wing* or flight or hover*)” will return a variety of articles about flight in various animals.

-You can also search by author, university, and journal title; or limit your keyword search to the title.  You can click on the number “times cited” for an article to see which recently published articles were on a similar topic.  You can also, from the abstract page for an article, click on “find related records” and it will return similar articles as identified by shared references.

-You can read the abstracts of most articles published within the last 15 years directly on science citation index.  To get access to the entire article click on “view full text,” “article linker,” or “online holdings” and follow the various steps to link to the article through our library.  In some cases, the journal article is not online, in which case you can find it at the library or request a document delivery service.

-Please note that reading the scientific literature takes practice!  A new literature often requires a lot of background knowledge that takes a while to learn.  Don’t be discouraged – keep at it and it will all come together!
