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emergence exists

Peter Medawar

Does complex systems work necessarily fall 
to the right of the curve?

Volker Grimm
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questions

• Where is the Medawar zone in complex 
systems today?

• How do adaptive (or optimizing) and non-
adaptive systems differ?

• What does ‘sampling’ mean in the context 
of complex systems?

• (How) has complex systems thinking 
informed your work, or changed your 
thinking?

a framework for our examples?
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Networks

Ecological 
networks 
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Microbes
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in common

• nodes – edges – matrix
• analyze network characteristics

– scale-free distribution
– small world network
– robustness
– ?
– ?

• Examples of where these qualities tell us 
something about how the system came to be?


