Group Project Outline Requirements

Environmental Biology 206, 20 Feb 2004-Bonine/Price/Cable

Outline Due 05 March 2004 in lecture.  

Please talk with us over the next couple of weeks to get feedback on your specific ideas.
Provide a five-page outline of your group project, including any necessary figures and citations. Your project description should include:

· A clear, concise statement of the central research idea. For example, “We are exploring how a change in light bulb design, and the use of timers might reduce electricity demand and maintenance costs for the University, and reduce carbon emissions for the local and global community.” 

· A breakdown of each facet of your study in detail. What is it? Where will you get information? Is the change a personal one or at the institutional level? How might it reduce energy/resource consumption? Will there be an initial cost associated with the change you recommend?

· Describe how the changes you recommend fit into the bigger picture. Where do the resources involved come from? Who is impacted? What costs are associated? For example if I was recommending the University purchase vegetables from a local grower, instead of an international conglomerate, who’s jobs would be impacted?  How much more fossil fuel is burnt shipping from far away as opposed to from close to Tucson, etc.

· Who’s doing what? If you are breaking your project up into parts for each member to tackle, tell us what the breakdown is.  A more equal distribution of work effort will lead to a more harmonious group and probably a better project too.
· Provide a couple of example figures. These should have the axes clearly labeled (with units) and might represent your expectations for the potential results of the change you are recommending.

· Provide at least three citations from the primary literature to support your research goals.  Use the parenthetical citation format of Conservation Biology which you can find by looking up this journal online (the citation format in your syllabus is very similar as well).  Your lab library exercise this week also introduced you to ways to cite non-traditional sources.
· Last but not least, how will you propose to enact this change? What decision maker(s) are you going to give your final proposal to? Think big.

This is your chance to be a part of the solution, instead of part of the problem. Be creative. Think outside the box. If you put a little effort into this outline, it will make the project flow smoothly, and will assist in the final write-up. Most importantly, have fun! 

Don’t reinvent the wheel (unless it needs to be). A lot of bright folks like yourselves have tackled similar issues at other institutions, maybe even at the U of A. Dig around and see what’s worked elsewhere and see if we can use it here. Below are a number of potentially helpful links. I recommend starting with the first, the National Wildlife Federations Campus Ecology project. Go to the projects link. If you’re diligent and creative, your project might show up here one day.

Potential Project Ideas and Information:
http://www.nwf.org/campusecology/index.cfm
http://www.gwu.edu/~greenu/edu.html
http://www.science.widener.edu/~grant/courses/campus.html
http://www.earthday.net/howto/universities.stm
http://www.skidmore.edu/www/academics/IPC/cec/buildings_energy/
http://eelink.umich.edu/environmentalinformation-general.html
http://www.citycarshare.org/
http://www.epa.gov/ne/assistance/univ/pdfs/bmps/HarvardRevolvingLoanFund.pdf
http://cei.uchicago.edu/off_campus.shtml
http://transportation.stanford.edu/parking_info/ResidentStudent.shtml#frosh
http://transportation.stanford.edu/incentives_programs/CleanAirCash.shtml
http://www.colleges.org/~enviro/operations/resources.html
http://www.ulv.edu/sustainability/audits/lesson/index.shtml
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/earth/stories/s365476.htm
http://www.sdri.ubc.ca/research_activities/completed_greeningcampus.cfm
http://www.greencampus.harvard.edu/
http://www.macalester.edu/environmentalstudies/Audits/enviraudits.htm
http://www.facilities.ohiou.edu/vestar/env_connect.htm
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Brown_Is_Green/
http://www.c2e2.org/evc/home.html
http://www.solarcity.org/solarcity/univ.htm
http://www.secondnature.org/efs/sdprofiles/emory.html
