ECOL 206, Environmental Biology 2007
(Bonine, Tyler)
Questions for discussion, labs on 24 and 26 Jan 2007.

Please consider these questions as you finish reading Ishmael. We will use these as a basis for beginning our discussion in lab.  Also don’t forget to be thinking about your creativity project and what you might create for that assignment.
1. What do you think the author was attempting to accomplish with this book, Ishmael? In what ways (if any) did he succeed, and in what ways (if any) did he fail?
2. How and where did Ishmael die?

3. What is a Koan?  What is the koan so dramatically used in this book?

4. According to Ishmael, how long has agriculture been an important part of any human society?

5. Are the categories 'leaver' and 'taker' useful in distinguishing between different human cultures and societies?
6. What does Daniel Quinn mean when he argues that Takers are destroying the world because it is "right?"

7. Takers have moved beyond competition into war against ecosystems because of what? 
8. Daniel Quinn argues that Taker and Leaver societies both pass down information to future generations.  What is different about the information passed down by these two groups?

9. What are the implications of the idea that the world was made for man?

10. Does any species live indefinitely?

11. Define 'Mother Culture' as used in this book.

12. Does evolution end with humans? How do most people perceive the relationship between evolution and humans?

13. How does the narrator find Ishmael?

