122 THE JumsLx

be five or six dollars a day in the rush sessons, and one or two in
the dullest. A& man could live and save an that; but then there were
only half & dozen splitters in each place, and one af them that Jurgis
knew had & family of lwenty-two children, all hoping to grow up to
be splitters like their father, For an unskilled man, wha made ten
dollyrs a week in the rush seasons and five in the doll, i all de-
pended upon his age and the number he had dependent upon hirm,
An unmarried man could save, if he did not drink, and if he was
absolutely selfish—that is, iF he paid no heed o the demands of
his wld parcris, or of his little brothers and sisters, or of any other
relatives he might have, as well as of the members of his ‘mion,

and his chums, and the people who might he starving to death next
doar.
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Chapter XII1

During this time that Jurgis was looking lor warl: seccurred the
death of Lttle Kristoforas, one of the children of Teta Elzbicta. Both
KristoForas and his brother, Juozapas, were cripples, the latter hav-
ing lost one leg by having it run over, and Kristoforas having con-
genital dislovation of the hip, which made it impassible [or him
ever to walk. e was the last of Teta Elgbivta's children, and per-
haps he hatl been intended by nature o lat her know that she hud
had enough. At any rale he was wretchedly sick arud undersived: he
had the rickets,! and though he was over three years old, he was
na bigger than an ondinary child of one. All day lesng he would crawl
araund the Hoor in a filthy little dress, whining and [retting; becanse
the floor was full of dIHIIi_-'HI'ITS- b weas alwuys catching cold, and
snuffling because his nose ren. This made him a nuisance, and a
cource of endless trouble in the family. For his mather, with un-
natural perversity, loved him best al all her children, and made a
perpetual fuss over him—would let him do anvthing undisturbed.
and would burst into tears when his frefting drove Jurgis wildl.

And now he died. Perhaps it was the smaked sausage he had
euten that morning—which may have heen made out of some of
the tubercular pork thal was condemned as unfit [or export. AL any
rate, an haur afier eating it, the child had begun to cry with pain,
amal i1 another hour he was rolling about on the floor in convul-
cioms. Little Kotring, who was all alone with him; ran out screaming
for help, and after a while & doctor came, bul not until Kristoluras
hucl heneled his last howl. No one was really sorry about this excepl
poor Elzbieta, wha was incomsolshle. Jurgis anmounced that so far
as he was concerned the child would have to be buried by the cily,
since they hatl ne money for a funeral; and at this the poor woman
Jlmost went out of her senses, wringing her hands and sereaming
with gricl and despair. Her child to be buried in a pauper’s gravel
And her stepdaughter to stand by and hear it said withoul protest-
ing! T was enough to make Ona's Father rise up out of his grave to
vehuke her! 1f it had come to this. they might as well give up at
once. and he buried all of them together! . . . Tn the end Marija
caid that she would help with ten dollars; and Jurgis being still
ohdurate. Elzbicta went in tears and begged the money from the
neighbors, and so litle Kristoforas had a mass and a hearse with
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white plumes on it, and a tny plot in 4 gravevard with a wooden
crass to mark the place. The poor mother was not the same for
menths after that; the mere sight of the Toor where litde Kristoloras
had crawled about would make her weep, 1le hod never had a fair
chance, pour little Tellow, shi would say. He had been handicapped
from his birth. IF enly she had heard about it in time, so that she
might have had that great doctar to cure him of his lameness! . . .
Same tme ago, Blebicta was told, a Chicage billicnmaire had paid
a bertune to brng o great Europesn surgeon over lo core his lide
daughter of the same disesse from which Kristoforss had suftered.
And hecause this surgeon had v have bodies to demonstrate upon.
he announeced that he would treat the children of the poor, & pizce
of magnanimity over which the papers became quite eloquent. Elz-
hieta. alas. did noc read the JrAprers, and no one had twld her: bt
perhaps il was as well, for just then they woold not have had the
car-fare to spare to po every day to wait upon the surgeon, nor for
that matter anybody with the time to tale the child.

Al this while that he was seeling bor worly, there was a dark
shadaw hanging pver Jurgis; as il a savage heast were Jurl-.irlg BOTNC-
where in 1he pethway of his lite, and he koew i, and vet could not
help approaching the place. There are all stages of heing out of
work in Packingtown, and he Teced in dread the prospect ol réach-
ing the lowest. There is a place that wails [or the lowest man—the
lertilizer-plant!

The men would talk abiout it in awestricken whispers, Not more
than one in ten had ever really tried it the other nine had contented
themselves with hearsay evidence and a peep through the door.
There were some things worse than even starving to death. They
wauld ask Jurgis i he had worked there yvet, and if he meant to;
and Jurgis would debate the matter with himself. As poor as they
were, and maling all the saceilices that they were, would he dare
to refuse anv sort ol work that was offered (o him, be it as horrible
as cver it could? Would he dare o go home and eat bread thal had
been earmed by Ona, weak and complaining as she was, knowing
that he had been given a chance, and had not had the nerve to take
it7— And yet he might argone that way with himself all day, and one
glimpse into the fertlizer-works would send him away again shud-
dering. He was a man, and he wauld do his duty; he went and made
application—Dbut surely he was not also required to hope lor
supeess!

Lhe fertilizer-warks of Durham's lay sway from the rest of the
plant. Fow visitors ever siw them, and the few who did would come
aut looking like Dunte, of whom the peasants declared that he had
fen into hell. To this parc of the yards came all the “tankage,” and
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the waste products of all sorts;? here they dried vur the bunes:,—
and in sutfocating cellars where the daylight never came you I'Il_ight
see men and women and children bending over whirling machmnr::
and sawing bits of bone inta all serts ol .qh_ape.z-,-' hreathing their
lungs full of the fine dust, and doomed o die, every one u.i tl:F:rr}~
within a certain definite time. Here they made the blund inte al-
bumen, and made other [oul-smelling things mte l1l|ings still more
foul-smelling. Tn the corridors and ceverns -r:-here it -.'.-‘a_«; done 3'031
might lose yourself as in the great caves of Kentucky, Tn t'l'{e dust
wnl the steam the electric lights would shine like far-off twinkling
stars—red and hlue, sreen and purple stars, according to t}lm color
of the mist and the brew from which it came, Lor the odors in these
ghastly chamel-houses® there muay he words in 1 |:1'Iu.1an1a1u, but
there are none in Lnglish. 'The person entering would have to sum-
mon his courage as for a cold-water plunge. He would go on }'Jli(_‘ i
mar swimming under water; he would put his han.:E_kEru:hsu.:l aver
his fuce. and begin to cough and choke; and then, it he were H.Llu
phstinate, he would find his head heginning to ring, and the veins
in his forchead to threk, until finally he would be aﬁﬁa'.-lt:d b an
averpuwering hlast of smmaonia Fomes,* and would turn and run for
his life, and come aut hall-dazed. . )
O top of this were the rooms where they dried the unhlg_e.
the mass af brown stringy stufl that was left afier the waste portions
of the carcasses had had the lard and tallow tried out of them. 1]'u.r.
dricel material they would then grind to a fine puwlr]_er. _an:[ after
Uhev had mixed it up well with & mwsterious but inotensive brown
rock which they brought in and ground up by the hundru:llﬁ of car-
laads Far thal purpese, the substanee was rouely o bclg_rut into hags
and sent out to the world as any one of a hundred ditferent brmjd::
ol standard hone-phosphate. And then the f:a.rr}u:: in Maine or Cal-
ifornia or Texas would huy this, at say twenty-live dollwrs a ton. and
plant it with his com; and for siveral duys atier the operation the
felds would have u strang odor, and the farmer and his wagon and
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the very horses that had hauled it would all have it too. In Pack-
ingtown the ferilizer is pure, instead of being a Navoring, and in-
sread ol 2 ton or so spread out on several acres under the open shy,
there are hundrads and thousands of tons of it in one building,
heaped here and there in havstack piles, covering the Moor several
inches deep, and filling the air with a choking dust that becomes o
Blinding sand-starm when the wind stivs,

It was to this building that Jurgis came daily, as il dragged by an
unseen hand., The month of May weas an exceptionally cool one,
and his secret pravers were aranted; but early in June there came
a record-breaking hot spell, snd alier that there were men wanted
in the fertilizer-mill.

The loss af the grinding rocin had come to know Jurgis by this
time, and had marked him Tor 2 likely men; and so when he came
to the deoor abont two o'clock this breathless hot day, he felt o
sutlden spasm of pain shoot through him—the boss beckoned to
him! In ten minates more Jurgis had pulled off his coar amd over-
shirt, and set his teeth together and gone to work lere was one
more difficuly for him ta meet and conguer!

His lubor took him sbout one minote o learn, Belone him owas
ong af the vents of the mill in which the fertiliver was being
oround-—rushing forth in a great browm river, with a spray of the
finest dust Nung Torth in clowds. Jurgis was given a shovel, and
along with half o dozen others it was his task to shovel this fertilizer
into carts. That others were at work he knew by the sound, and by
the Fact thal be sometimes collided with them; othervise they might
as well not have been there, bor in the blinding dust-storm 2 man
could not see siv feet in front of his face. When he had flled one
cart he had o grope arvund him until another came, and i (here
wis none on haad he continued to grope till one arrived, ln hve
minutes he was, of course, a mass of fertdlizer from head wn feet;
they gave him o spunge o Lic over his mouth, so that he could
lrreathe, but the sponge did not prevent his lips and eyelids from
vaking up with it and his ears fram filling solid. He looked like a
browm ghost al twilicht—Ffrom hair to shoes he boeesme the color
af the building end of everpthing in it, and for that matter & hundred
yards outside i, The building Lad to be left open, and when the
wind blew Durham and Company lost 2 areat deal of Fertiliver.

Waorling in his shin-slecves, sml with the thermometer ut over a
hundred, the phosphates soaked in through every pore of Jurgis's
skin, and in five minutes he had a headache, and in ffteen was
almost dazed. The blaod was pounding in his brain like un engine's
throbbing; there was 4 frightful pain in the top of his skull, and he
could hardly comtrol his hands. 5tll, with the memory of his four

maonths' stege hehind hing, ke fought on, in a frensy of determina-
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tion: and half an hour later he began Lo vomit—he vomited until it
seemed as il his inwards must be torn info shreds. A man could get
used to the fertilizer-mill, the boss had said, if he would only mﬁ]ce
up his mind to it; bot Jurgis now began to sec L hat it was a question
" making up his stamach.

ﬂ[.r"u Lhe ErrEm:ll al that day of herror, he could scarcely stand. [ had
to cateh himself now and then, and lean against a building and get
his hearings. Mast of the men, when thoy came aut, made sLm:'.g'm
for i suloon—they seemed to place fertilizer and rattlesnake poisan
inn ome class, But Jurgis was too 11l 1o think of drinking—he could
only male his way to the strect and stagoer on Lo a car. He hrud a
cense of lwmor, and later on, when he became an ald hand, he
used to think it fun to boanl a street-car and sce whal h.‘?_rppencd.
Mow, however, he was oo ill to notice il— how the peu:r!:rlu in I:h‘e
car hegan to gasp and sputter, to put their h:andl;er::!*:iera to their
noses, and transfix him with furious glances. Jurgis ony ke thiat
s man in front of him immediately got up and gave him a seat; and
that half a minute later the two peaple on each side ol him got ups
and that in a full minute the crowded car was nearly emply- those
passengers who could not get room on the platform having gotten
out ta wall bt ..

OFf course Jurgis had made his home a ministure f:erujrrer.qm]_ll u
niinute after entering. The stull was hall’ an inch deep in his skin
— his whole system was Lull of it, and it would have laken a u-m'li
not merely of scrubbing, but of vigorous exercise, to get it out ol
him. As it was, he could be compared with nothing known lo men,
save thal newest discovery of the savants, o substance which emits
enerey for an unlimited dme, without being itself in the least di-
minished in power” Le smelt so that he made all the food st the
Luble taste. and sel the whole family to vomiting; for himself it was
three days before he could keep anything upen his stomech —b:u:.
might wash his hands, and use 4 knife anel Fork. but were not his
mouth znel throat (illed with the poison?

And still Jurgis stuck it out! In spite of splitting headuches he
would stagger down to the plant and take up his stynd once more,
and begin to shovel in the hlinding clonds of dust. And so at the
end of the week he was a fertilizer-man for life—he was able to eal
again, and though his head never stoppeil aching, it ceased 1o he
s had that he could nat worl.

S5 there passed another summer. It wes 2 summer of prosperity,
21l over the country, and the country ate generously of packing-

house products, and there was plenty of work for all the lamily, in
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125 Tue JunGLE

spite af the packers’ efforts 10 keep a superfluity of labor. They were
again able to pay their debts and to begin 1o seve a littde sum bue
there were one or bwe sacrilices they considered too heavy to be
maile for long—it was too bad that the bovs should have to sell
papers at their age. It was utterly useless to caution them and plead
with them; quile without knewing it, they were taking on the tone
ul’ their new environment, They were learning Lo swear in voluhle
English: they were learning o pick up cigar-stumps amdl smoke
them, to puss hours af their tdme gambling with pennies and dice
and eigarette-cards; they were learning the location of all the houses
al prostitution an the "Lévée,” and the names of the "madames”
who kept thom, and the days when they gave their state banguets,
which the police captaing and the big politicians all attended. If a
visiling “couniry-customer” were to ask them, they could show him
which was "Hinkydink's" lemous saloon, and could even point out
te him by name the different gumblers wnd thugs and "hold-up
men” who made the place their headquarters. And worse yer. Lhe
boys were getting oul al the habit ol coming hame at night, What
was the use, they would ask, of wasting time and energy and a
prssille car-fare riding oot to the stockyards every night when the
weather was plessent wnel they could crawl under a oruck or into
an empty doorway and sleep exactly as well? So long as they brought
home a half dollar for each day, what mattered it when they browght
it? But Jurgis declared that feam this to ceasing to come at all would
not he o very ]:}ng slep, and so 01 wes decided that Vilimas and
Mikalojus should return to school in the fall, and that instead Ele-
bicta should go out and get some work, her place at home heing
taken by her vounger daughter,

Little Kotrina was like most children of the poor, premuaturely
matdle old; she had to take care of her little hrather, whe was a
cripple, and also of the baby; she had 1o cook the meals and wash
the dishes and clean house, and have supper ready when the work-
ers came home in the evening. She was anly thirteen, and small for
her age, but she did all this withow 8 mormor; and e mosther
went out, and after trudging & couple of days shout the vards, set-
tied down as = servant of a “sausage-machine.”

F.lfl‘:lll_:“j WS Hbl_ﬂ.i 141 u-'r)rlqing, E,'“."' El-li_: l\nunrl Ll!i“i i:'laligﬂ A Eu-'lrll
une, for the reason that she had to stand motionless upon her lees
from zeven o'clack in the moming till half-past twelve, and again
from one Lll ball-past fve. For the first few days it seemed to her
that she could not stand it—she suffered almost as much as Jurgis
had [rom the Fertiizer, and would come out ot sundown with her

5. Chicago's First Waard, the "Tever ' nf the aeor Smnh Side, o red-ligh: disteics of gnbling
andl prustivation
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head fairly reeling. Besides this, she was working in one of the dark
holes; by electric light, end the dampness, too, was deadly—there
were always pudidics of water on the Noor, and a sickening adar al
maoist flesh in the room. The people who worked here Followed the
ancienl custom of nature, wherehy the ptarmigan is the calor of
dead leaves in the Tall and of snow in the winter, and the chame-
leon, who is Black when he lies upon a stump and turns green when
he moves to 2 leaf The men and women who worked in this de-
partment were precizely the color of the "fresh country sausage”
they made.

The sauspgeroomm wag an interesting place to wvisit, for two ar
thres minutes, sl provided that you did not lock at the people;
the machines were perhaps the mast wonderlul things in the entire
plant. Presumahly sausages were once chopped and siuffed by
hand, and # 50 it would be interesting to know how many workers
had heen displaced by these inventions, On one sitle of the room
were the happers, into which men shovelled loads of meal arud
wheelbarrows Full ol spices; in these greal howls were whirling
Lnives that made twa thousand revelutions a minute, and when the
meat was ground fine and adulterated with potatotlour, and well
mived with water, It was Foreed to the stuffing-machines on the
other sitle of the room. The latter were tended by womer: there
was a sort ol spuut, like the nozzle al & hose, and one of the women
wiuld take a long string of “casing” and put the end over the newle
and then wark the whole thing on, 25 one works on the finger of g
tight glove, This string would be twenty or thirty feet long, but the
waman would Tave it all on in a jiffy; and when she had several on,
she would press a lever, and o stream of sausage-meat would be
shat out, taking the casing with it a¢ it came. Thus one might stand
and see appear, miraculously horn from the machine, a wriggling
sniake of sausage of incredible length. Tn front was & big pan which
caught thase crestures. and two more women wha seized them as
Last a5 they appeared and twisted then: mitw links. This was for the
uninitiated the mast perplexing work af all; for all that the woman
had to give was a single turn of the wrist and in some wyy she
conirived o give it so that instead of an endless chain of sausages,
one alter anather, there grew under her hands 4 bunch of strings,
all dangling from = single centre. It was guite like the feai of a
prestidizgitator, —for the woman worked so fast that the eye could
Titerally not fallow her, and there was anly a mist of metion, and
tanzle after tangle of sausages appearing. Tn the nidst of the mist,
buwever, the visitor would suddenly notice the tense set face, with
the two wrinkles graven in the lurehead, and the ghastly pallor of
the cheeks; and then he swould suddenly recollect that it was time
b was going on. The woman did not go on; she stayed right there—
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hour after hour, day alter day, yvoar afler year, twisting sausage-
links and racing with death, It wos piece-worl, and she was apt to
have o Family to leep alive: and stern and ruthless economic laws
had .:_1rrangr‘:| il that she could anly da this by waorking just as sh;_:
did, with all her soul upon her work, and with never an mstant Fm'.
B g‘_lance at the well-dressed ladies and gentlemen who came to stare
at her, as al some wild beast inoa FTIE T 0 FLL,

Chapter XIV

With ane meinber trimming beef in a cannery, and another work-
ing in 4 sausage factary, the Femily had a first-hand knowledge of
the great majority of Packingtown swindles. For it was the custom,
as they found, whenover meal was so spoiled chat it could not be
used tor anything else. cither tu can it or alse o chop il up inlo
suusage. With what had been told them by Jonas, wha had worked
in the pickle-rooms, they could now study the whale of the spailed-
meat industry on the inside, and read a new and grim meaning into
thet old Packingtown jest,—that they use vvervthing of the pig ex-
cept the squeal.

Jomas had told them how the meat that was tuken out of pickle
would otten he Found sour, and how they would rub it up with soda
to take away the smell. and sell it to be eaten on free-lunch coun-
ters:! also of all the miracles of chemistry which they perlarmed,
giving to any sort of meat, (resh or salted, whole or chopped. any
color and any flavor snd any oder they chose. In the piclling of
hams they had an ingenious apparatus, by which they saved time
and increased the capacity of the plant—a machine consisting nla
hollow needle attached to a pump; by plunging Lhis moedle into the
meat and working with his faot, & man could fill 4 ham with pickle
in u few seconds. And ver, in spite of this, there wauld be hams
found spoiled, same of them wit b an odor so bud that & man could
hardly bewr to be in the roomn with them. To pump into these the
packers had & second and much stranger pickle which destroved
the odur—a process known to the workers as “wiving them thirly
per cent.” Also, alter the hams had been smoked, there wauld be
Found some that had gone to the bad. Formerly these had been sald
a5 “Number Three Grade,” but later on some ingenious persoi Ll
hit upon a new device, and now they would extract the bone, ahout
which the bad part generally lay, and insert in the hole a white-hot
ivam. Alter this inventon thers was no longer M umber One, Twa,
and Three Grade—there was only Number One Grade. The paclers
were always originating such schemes— they had what they called
“fypneless hams,” which were all the odds and ends of pork stulled
into casings: and *California hams,” which were the shoulders, with

[, Forhops at the neorly salonas, where e reh conld e had i e oge for huyving
L by,
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