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General Comments on the project papers:

[Of course this is in addition (or to restate) what we posted on the web site]

 [We treat these papers as reflecting the writing ability of everybody in the group.  So even if you didn’t write it, make sure to at least read it and give your input.  Some of these papers look like drafts that were hardly read once.  Regarding grades etc., we will accept no complaints of “I didn’t write this” / “my role in the projects wasn’t to write”…]

Work together; these assignments are not intended to be modular.

Title:

Use a meaningful title that will give the reader a hint of what this project is about.

A title, such as “Initiating Battery Recycling in Tucson, AZ” is short and to the point.   

A vague title like “reduce it and produce it” doesn’t tell us too much.

Not having a title at all (true for most of your papers) leaves the reader in the dark.

1st paragraph:

The latter is especially true if you don’t convey within the first paragraph what you are going to discuss.

A scientific paper isn’t a puzzle!  You should help the readers and orient them as much as possible.  Start with a recap of what you’re going to discuss.  This is really similar to an abstract.

Contents of the paper:

Go from the macro to the micro…

Start from the general introduction about different aspects relating to your topic.  Then talk about the specifics related to your project (for example, general problem, specific problem, general solutions, specific solutions that you are proposing).  Similar topics should appear close to each other.  Whereas if you’re starting to talk about another issue, begin a new paragraph.

Explain what are the current practices taking place in USA / AZ / Tucson  / U of A regarding your matter.  Comparisons with places where it’s done correctly are always useful.

Writing specifics:

· Use short, clear sentences.  This isn’t story telling…

· You may repeat a term (actually should) as long as you mean the same thing.

· Which is used when you’re adding additional information.  Comes after a comma.

· That should be used if you are defining a term or what you previously talked about.

· i.e., = id est (Latin) = that is.

· e.g., = exempli gratia (Latin) = for example.

· Abbreviations should me mentioned for the first time in full, with the abbreviation in parenthesis e.g., Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

· “…Partly in part of….” - Does this make sense to you? To me it doesn’t!
Read what you write!!

· Don’t use ”…” … write what you have to say.

· Information needs to be synthesized, not just regurgitated.

Figures should have numbering as they appear in your paper, even if they are taken from another source e.g., your first figure can’t be fig. 5 just because it was such in the original paper. Of course you should mention where the figure is taken from.

Figures should either be referred to in the text, or added in the appendices.

In-text citations (the various possibilities):

Students often fail to cite papers  (Bonine 2005).

Bonine (2005) demonstrates how students fail to cite papers.

Students are rebelling against proper citation of authors (Bonine and Herron 2005).

Students know it all and hence don’t have to cite others (Bonine et al. 2005).

The TAs for Environmental Ecology are extremely annoying (Bonine personal communication 2005) or (Bonine pers. comm. 2005).

Data on all previous TAs surprisingly shows that they were all undergrads in the past (Bonine unpublished data).

Literature cited / Bibliography:

· Format - Ahhhhhhhhh!!!!  We talked enough about that!

· We asked for at least 5 peer-reviewed citations. We defined what that is multiple times, including in your library session. The Wall Street Journal, or web sites of various NGOs and GOs are not peer-reviewed.

· All literature mentioned in the list should be cited in the text and vice versa (except for personal communications and unpublished data, which are only cited in the text).

· Elsevier and EBSCO host are not a journal – they are web-based journal searching tools.

