ECOL437 lab/discussion




Bonine & Oh, Spring 2008

ASSIGNED READING JOURNAL & QUESTIONS

Lienhard, G. E. et al. 1992
The main point of the paper is (in no more than 2 sentences)…
One thing I found was interesting was…
One question I came away with is…

Questions:

1.  Why can’t glucose simply diffuse into cells? Or pass through molecular “pores” that constantly remain opened?

2.  How do the authors explain the finding of different types of glucose transporters in the brain versus muscle? Would you expect to find different types of glucose transporters between different muscle types (e.g., heart vs. bicep)?

Nesse, R. M. and G. C. Williams 1998 
The main point of the paper is (in no more than 2 sentences)…

One thing I found was interesting was…

One question I came away with is…

Questions:

1. The authors suggest that over-reacting to potential threats can be adaptive (i.e., ‘smoke-detector principle’). But are there situations when over-reacting can be maladaptive? Give an example.

2. The authors suggest that our bodies have not evolved to cope with novel food sources (e.g., fast food), resulting in severe health problems (e.g., heart attack, obesity). Imagine that we continue to consume such foods at the same rate—what would you expect to happen to the human body across evolutionary time?  
